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1. - "Specisl unll‘t& of the MVD conducwi large=scale roundups in March 1943 g ‘
in the *pre-rrontier'! regions of To'muak a.nd Issyk-lul in the Kirghiz SER,to fight v
armed bands operating in those c_A..l. The fhands consisted of former prison= ||| -
workexs who had fled fram the Y.,L“,rl-l(ije. copl mines and of members of the : b
local, hiahia.ndar tribe, the Dungans, » _3ho live in the frontier area. AR o

2. . “The MVD detia.chments in the ares have been considerdbly reinforced since N re
- the middle of March. The garrison of Tolmak now consists of 220 cave . 1
alrymen of the MVD. ] ! A

3. "The organized roundups have Teiled o 1i date the bands, beceuse the i
local Kirghiz population collnaorut«_n with them and helps t‘xem in varlous i '
ways. Although the bands rob the people of | foed and cattle, the people ERE .
gain advantages from the unsettled oituat‘o*f in the areas. They steal i
foodstuffs from the kolkhozes, slembhtcr the kolkhoz cattle and put the i
blame on the 'bands, ; { -

' "To countere=t .this sympathetic attitudp of |the local people towards the e ‘
armed bands, ‘special teams of the Komsomol organi'-a.t‘ on have been sent out i ~
since April l953 to tour the mountainous region.. and conduct propaganda among . !
the local Kirghiz population. The teams m:e well selected and composed only |
ot Kirghiz nntionnls. The talks are; conducted in the native Kirghiz lzm'rmbe‘
The main theme of the talks is to remind the people that in the years 1920-25
it was the Russian troops who saved the K:I.rghiz people from slaughter by the
Kazakh tribes| end fram subjugation to t'he Kazakhs, iy
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